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$1500 for a weaned calf? Before last year, nobody had ever seen prices like cattle 
producers are currently enjoying, and to make it even sweeter, feed prices are likely to be sharply 
lower this fall and winter. And it looks like high cattle prices should be with us for at least 
another two or three years, depending on how fast cow-calf producers decide to expand their 
herds. 

When baby calves are worth $600, weaned calves worth $1500, yearlings worth $1800 
and fat steers are bringing $2200 it may change the way you manage your ranch and your herd. 
While reproduction has always been the most important factor in a ranch’s profitability, now 
every open cow or lost calf is an even bigger drain on the bottom line. For example, if you have a 
200 cow herd that typically sells 180 calves at weaning time, increasing your weaned calf 
percentage by 5% could add $15,000 to your ranch’s annual income. Spending an extra $50 per 
cow on management practices that help you attain that improvement yields a 50% return on 
investment. You can’t get that kind of return from a CD at the bank! 

So take a look at your operation and see if there is something that makes financial sense 
now that didn’t when calves were worth $500 per head. It may mean cross-fencing or additional 
water tanks to improve pasture utilization, or hiring some extra help during calving season to 
make sure those calves get a fast and healthy start. 

It might mean starting protein supplementation earlier or using a bit more to improve cow 
condition and increase your breed-back percentage or possibly fine-tuning your health program 
to improve calf health and cowherd reproduction. 

Another place to look is your breeding program. With bulls also selling for record prices, 
consider Artificial Insemination when breeding season comes around. Prices for frozen semen 
have barely budged in the past 20 years, while bull prices have increased by 300-400%. 
Improved estrous synchronization protocols now allow you to get roughly half your cows bred in 
a single day. That means half as many bulls to buy and feed, older calves at weaning time 
without changing your breeding season and improved genetics that come from using highly 
proven bulls for the traits most important to you. AI has never made more sense for the 
commercial cattleman than right now, so spend some time on long fall and winter evenings 
considering how AI or other management tweaks could have a big impact on your bottom line 
while cattle values are at record highs. 

If you need some information or help on how various changes might affect your herd, 
please stop by or give us a call at WW Feed & Supply at 719-384-4463. If we don’t know the 
answer, we’ll do everything we can to help you find it so you can take maximum advantage of 
the current market. 
 


